Bridge, closed for years after flood damage, reopens in York
County
A Chanceford Township bridge is now open to traffic more than three years after it was damaged by
flooding in 2018.
The previous bridge along Old Forge Road (Route 2048) closed in 2018. It was replaced with a reinforced
concrete box culvert by contractor JVI Group, Inc.
Want to stay updated on PennDOT projects? Please subscribe to support local journalism.
For more information on roadway conditions, visit 511pa.com. The website provides traffic delay
warnings, weather forecasts, traffic speed information and access to traffic cameras. It can be also
accessed through a smartphone app or calling 5-1-1.
For more information on PennDOT infrastructure in York County, including completed work and
significant projects, visit the PennDOT website.
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Eisenhower Drive project: York County planners give
support to controversial option
Teresa Boeckel - Hanover Evening Sun

Transportation planners in York County are voicing their support for a bypass for the controversial
Eisenhower Drive Extension project.
It is one of three options under consideration by the state Department of Transportation to alleviate
traffic congestion in southwestern York County and southeastern Adams County.
The York Area Metropolitan Planning Organization voted unanimously Thursday to amend a previous
resolution to state its support of an extension of busy Eisenhower Drive from High Street to Route 116. It
would create a bypass around Hanover and McSherrystown, traveling through farmland in Adams
County.
It still opposes the Transportation System Management plan — also called the TSM — which would
involve making improvements to the existing network. That option would require taking about 53 homes
and businesses in Hanover.
The third option is no project at all.
PennDOT representatives abstained from the
vote.
The controversial project has been in the works
for years.
Businesses and homeowners in Hanover have
expressed their opposition to the improvements
to the existing network. Hanover attorney
Arthur Becker Jr., who has an office on Carlisle
Street and co-owns properties that would be
affected by that plan, has spoken against it.
"People are outraged for good reason," he has said. "People who have invested their life savings in their
homes and businesses are now being told they may lose those homes and businesses..."
Meanwhile, some residents who live in Conewago Township in Adams County say they are
against Eisenhower Drive being extended through their rural community.
A billboard along Route 94 in Oxford Township, Adams County demands that the project be canceled.
The York Area Metropolitan Planning Organization last year had approved a resolution in opposition to
the TSM but did not indicate whether it supported the bypass or not doing anything.
Felicia Dell, director of the York County Planning Commission, said that they have been working with the
local community and were revisiting the resolution.
This summer, Hanover borough and Penn Township sent letters, asking that the York Metropolitan
Planning Organization reconsider the resolution that was approved last year and to include support of the
bypass, said Will Clark, chief of transportation planning for the York County Planning Commission.
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Both municipalities have approved resolutions in opposition to the TSM plan and in support the bypass,
Clark said.
The organization approved the amended resolution with little discussion.
Meanwhile, PennDOT plans to have a public hearing on the plans in late fall or early winter, said Nate
Walker, a transportation planning manager for PennDOT.
The coronavirus pandemic led to the delay with the plans and hearing.
An environmental assessment, which looks at the impacts of the project, will be available to the public, he
said.
A 45-day comment period will allow the public to weigh in on the
options.
The public will be able to comment on the plans, such as by
attending the public hearing or submitting comments in writing,
Walker said.
All comments will be considered the same no matter how they
are submitted, he said.
PennDOT expects to announce the selected plan a couple of
months after the public comment period is complete.
No date has been set for when any construction could begin.
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Hello, I-83 diverging diamond! Meanwhile, Mount Rose
project continues
Matt Enright - York Dispatch

After years of construction, I-83's Exit 4 revamp — to a so-called diverging diamond
interchange — is complete.
"The interchange is in its final configuration, all the work on the interchange per se is completed,"
PennDOT spokesman Dave Thompson said. "It is how it's going to be in the future, it's in its permanent
configuration."
This new style of interchange, called a
DDI for short, features two eastbound
and two westbound lanes on Route 851
and utilizes signal lights at the ramp
intersections to cross traffic over to the
left side of the roadway and return to
the right side within the interchange.
Although it appears complicated from
the bird's eye view, traffic experts say
it should reduce crashes around the
interchange.
"We firmly believe that this is going to make that interchange a lot better," Thompson said.
Kinsley Construction Inc., based in York City, began work on the $30 million project in 2019. While the
DDI technically opened in June, crews have remained on-site to finish paving and other construction.
Also part of the work: lengthening and
reconstructing on and off ramps
within the interchange, replacing the
Deer Creek culvert and the installation
of traffic signals, drainage, sidewalks,
storm water management facilities,
highway lighting, guide rails, signs and
pavement markings.
Thompson said the project came in on
budget.
The DDI is just the third of its kind
completed in Pennsylvania. The first
was in Washington County on I-70 at Route 19, while another is in Lancaster County at Routes 322 and
222.
Other DDIs are in the process of being approved, designed and built.
So far, feedback on York County's DDI has been positive — at least according to PennDOT.
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"I talked to an emergency responder on Saturday, and he said that since this interchange was open to
traffic in late June they've had no crashes," Thompson said. "So it's functioning as it was designed, and
traffic is flowing through there."
The new design helps with congestion as well.
"Any time that traffic's backed up on an interstate with high volumes of traffic, you have concerns about
rear-end collisions and motorists coming up on stopped traffic that they're not expecting," Thompson
said. "When you eliminate that, it makes things safer."
All that's left to be done on the
project is planting grass seed
around the new pavement,
Thompson said. PennDOT will
partner with local municipalities
and civic organizations to
maintain the landscaping of the
area, he said.
Elsewhere on I-83, the Mount
Rose/I-83 project continues. That
roughly $63 million interchange
project involves the construction
and widening of bridges, culverts
and ramps around Exit 18.
The Mount Rose project began in
2015 and was initially slated to wrap up in 2018, but it has been repeatedly pushed back as costs continue
to increase. The project missed its most recent supposed completion date, May 11.
Cherry Hill Construction originally bid $58.3 million for the work, but the cost has now risen to more
than $63 million. Work that is still to be completed includes final paving of Haines Road, final line
painting and permanent signage, according to PennDOT.
PennDOT spokesperson Michael Crochunis said Tuesday the contractor has not provided a revised
schedule to show a project completion date.
PennDOT and Cherry Hill are still in the
middle of a legal dispute in front of the
state Board of Claims over late fees from
the state, money the company says it is
owed and claims of breaches of contract.
Editor's note: This story has been updated to
include that Kinsley Construction is the
contractor for the work on Exit 4.
— Matt Enright can be reached via email at
menright@yorkdispatch.com or via Twitter at
@Matthew_Enright.
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Here's some PA projects that could benefit from Biden's
infrastructure bill
Kathryne Rubright - Pocono Record

President Joe Biden will visit Scranton on Wednesday, where he’ll pitch his Build Back Better agenda and
the bipartisan infrastructure legislation that passed the Senate in August and awaits a House vote.
The $1 trillion infrastructure package includes funds for public transportation, roads and bridges,
abandoned mine reclamation, broadband and other physical infrastructure projects.
Here’s a look at some of the Pennsylvania projects that could benefit from the bill.

New Amtrak routes
The infrastructure bill includes $66 billion for Amtrak, which in May proposed 39 new routes nationwide.
While the legislation doesn’t state which routes will be funded, passenger rail advocates in northeastern
Pennsylvania have been optimistic about the prospects of a line connecting Scranton and New York City.
Amtrak and the Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority signed an agreement in July for
Amtrak to assess the infrastructure along the route and study ridership and revenue.
“The proposed new Reading, Allentown and Scranton services exemplify the potential that exists across
the country, and also the potential to create new local job opportunities and promote the already robust
travel and tourism industry that exists in Pennsylvania,” Amtrak CEO Bill Flynn said during a roundtable
with Pennsylvania leaders last month. “In fact, as we analyze potential routes that could be developed in
our national strategy, the new proposed services linking Reading, Allentown and Scranton to New York
City were among the top corridors for projected ridership and financial performance.”
Here’s what Amtrak is proposing in Pennsylvania:
•
•
•

Three new routes separately connecting Allentown, Reading and Scranton to New York City,
expected to serve a total of 1.3 million riders annually.
Faster speeds on the Harrisburg-Philadelphia leg of the Keystone route.
Doubling service on the Pennsylvania route from one daily round trip to two.

Road and bridge
upgrades
With 3,353 bridges and
more than 7,540 miles of
highway in poor
condition,
Pennsylvania earned a Cgrade from the White
House when the Biden
administration released
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state-by-state infrastructure fact sheets in April.
Overall, the state of Pennsylvania’s bridges is improving, according to the American Road and
Transportation Builders Association. Those 3,353 bridges represent 14.6% of the state’s total, and that’s
down from 4,430 bridges (19.4%) in 2016.
Still, Pennsylvania ranks No. 2 in the country for the total number of structurally deficient bridges,
according to ARTBA, and No. 5 when considering the percentage of bridges.
Seven counties each have more than 100 bridges in poor condition. Allegheny County, where three rivers
flow through Pittsburgh, leads the way with 142 problem bridges.
The infrastructure bill would give Pennsylvania $11.3 billion for federal-aid highway programs and $1.6
billion for bridge replacement and repairs, according to U.S. Sen. Bob Casey (D-Scranton).
Here’s a look at just a few of the road and bridge projects that could receive funding from the
infrastructure bill:
•

•

•

•

•

Replacement of the Interstate 83 bridge in Harrisburg: The aging I-83 bridge over the
Susquehanna River in the Harrisburg area needs to be replaced, and it's expected to cost between
$500 million and $650 million. Plans call for the new structure to be five lanes wide to meet
future traffic demand. It is one of nine bridges statewide considered for tolling to help pay for the
work.
Historic bridge rehabilitation: The 92-year-old Veterans Memorial Bridge on Route 462 spans the
Susquehanna River between York and Lancaster counties and needs rehabilitation at a cost of
nearly $59.8 million. It's listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is considered to be
the world's longest concrete arch bridge.
Interstate 83 widening in the York area: PennDOT plans to widen I-83 — a major connector
between Harrisburg and Baltimore — from four to six lanes in the York area. Expected to begin in
2023, the project will cost more than $300 million and is intended to address long-term
maintenance of the aging highway and help improve traffic flow and safety.
Interstate 80 expansion in Monroe County: PennDOT plans to widen I-80 from four to six lanes
in the Stroudsburg/East Stroudsburg area, where weekend traffic in particular can get backed up
as tourists enter and leave the Pocono Mountains. The project would also raise bridges and
lengthen ramps, among other improvements.
U.S. Route 219 widening: Part of this road is limited to two lanes in some stretches, including a
portion from Meyersdale in Somerset County south to Interstate 68 in Maryland. The
infrastructure plan includes $1.25 billion over five years for the Appalachian Development
Highway System, a portion of which will go to Pennsylvania and could assist with expanding 219
to four lanes. Other unfinished projects in the Appalachian system include the Central
Susquehanna Thruway and U.S. 220/I-99, according to Casey's office.

Abandoned mine land reclamation
The bill would give almost $11.3 billion to the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund.
In Pennsylvania, more than “91,400 acres of high priority abandoned coal mine sites have been
reclaimed” and “Hazards associated with more than 1,880 open mine shafts and portals have been
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eliminated,” among other projects, according to a 2019 update from the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection.
However, the DEP stated that more than $3.9 billion is needed to address additional high-priority
problems related to abandoned mines.
According to Casey, Pennsylvania would receive more than three-quarters of that amount.
“Under this legislation, Pennsylvania is expected to receive more than $3 billion to assist with abandoned
mine reclamation,” Casey said in a statement after the Senate passed the infrastructure bill. “Additionally,
this bill authorizes $4.7 billion to plug, remediate and reclaim orphaned wells. There are at least 8,000
documented orphan wells in Pennsylvania that will be able to be addressed under this program.”
Pennsylvania’s Eighth District, which covers part of the anthracite coal region, has more than 300
abandoned mines requiring remediation, U.S. Rep. Matt Cartwright (D-Moosic) said during a hearing
with Interior Secretary Deb Haaland earlier this year.
“These abandoned mines pose a serious risk to the health of our constituents, our environment. They
impede economic development. Parts of the Susquehanna and Lackawanna rivers are stained orange from
the iron oxide in abandoned mine drainage,” Cartwright said.
Abandoned mine land problems are present in 43 of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties.

What else?
The plan also invests in broadband, electric vehicle charging and public transportation, among other
areas.
•

•

•

Broadband expansion and assistance: Pennsylvania would receive $100 million to expand
broadband internet to nearly 400,000 state residents, and assist 2.9 million low-income families
in Pennsylvania by making them eligible for the Affordability Connectivity Benefit to help them
pay for broadband.
More car charging
stations: $171
million would go
toward expand
Pennsylvania’s
electric vehicle
charging network as
part of the effort to
address climate
change.
Public
transportation: $2.8
billion would be
invested over five
years.
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Hypothetical I-83 exit 26 in York takes a baby step closer to
reality
Traffic – Seth Kaplan

YORK COUNTY, Pa. (WHTM) — First, the bad, or good news, depending on what you think of the idea:
The solution (or problem) won’t be ready until the mid-2030s.
But for businesses that have long pined for it, an Interstate 83 exit — giving them direct access to a
highway — is so tantalizingly close but so difficult to actually access and is nudging closer to eventual
reality.
It would be Exit 26 — Canal Road, otherwise known as Route 921 — halfway between current exit 24 for
Church Road/Route 238 and Susquehanna Trail/Route 297. As the crow flies, or as the highway travels,
the existing exits aren’t far (just a couple of miles) from a business like the J.A. Cunningham Welding
Supply Company. But a sign down the road from Cunningham directing drivers to make a right turn to
reach I-83 is only true in the technical sense: they’ll get there, but not before at least 10 minutes on a good
day, said Philiip Nohe, the company’s office manager. (abc27 News drove the route and confirmed it took
about that long in light traffic.)
So the idea of nearly seamless access for an area that includes facilities for everything from longtime local
companies like Cunningham to conglomerates like UPS and Johnson Controls?
“Access is huge, and I think certainly will open up great opportunity for the area,” Nohe said.
Aside from required environmental reviews, two major challenges stand in the way: 1) convincing
highway planners that this exit is a top priority above others competing for scarce resources and 2)
finding the money for it.
And although business people in the area who spoke Tuesday, Sept. 21, with abc27 news universally
supported the idea, some neighbors are opposed.
“Some people have expressed, ‘I moved here for this open space. I moved here for this agricultural
setting,'” Michelle Brummer, a community planner who works for the firm Gannet Fleming, said.
An example of where that sentiment exists?
“The area between Susquehanna trail and I-83 [just west of the highway] is kind of a wedge area that right
now with a relatively rural designation,” Brummer said. But “it’s adjacent to other industrial [land].
Somebody could come in and say, ‘Hey, let’s make this industrial; would you rezone it industrial?'”
Part of her job is helping nearby municipalities make land-use changes to accommodate the growth that
accompanies a new interchange but without getting too far ahead of that growth. Imagine, for example,
agricultural land being rezoned for industrial use years ahead of the interchange.
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Dave Thompson, a PennDOT spokesman, says the agency has heard pleas similar to those expressed by
the folks at J.A. Cunningham.
“Companies are looking for places with good interstate connections so they can move their goods from
Point A to Point B.”
Full project details are available here. Anyone who with questions, or wants to express support or
opposition, can attend public planning commission meetings next week in the four municipalities that
surround the proposed project:
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I-83 Mt. Rose project finish is near, sorta

Minor work still needed, but road will be usable by motorists
Teresa Boeckel - York Daily Record USA TODAY NETWORK

PENNSYLVANIA Months after the state Department of Transportation had predicted that the
beleaguered I-83 Mount Rose project would be finished this spring, it is now saying that the work will
be 'substantially complete' by the end of the year.
By 'substantially complete,' PennDOT says, the project will reach 'a point where it can be used by
motorists as intended.' Minor work would still be needed, but it is not expected to impact drivers,
spokesman Dave Thompson said.
And although you may think you’ve seen final paving on the site, that hasn’t even started yet. It’s all
prep work.
In recent weeks, crews have been removing asphalt and doing variable-depth paving on the highway to
prepare for laying the final coat. That work is still ongoing, Thompson said.
Crews are expected to begin final paving by the end of August, he said.
Final paving must be completed by Oct. 15. However, the contractor can request to continue laying
asphalt until Nov. 15, depending on the weather and additional quality control measures, Thompson
said.
The contractor has not made a request for an extension, he said.
Tutor Perini, the parent company of the contractor, Cherry Hill Construction of Jessup, Md., has not
returned multiple requests for comment.
The company has previously said it was awaiting approval from PennDOT to complete a barrier wall
installation and to pave I-83.
Once it received approval, crews could deliver the project in 90 days, the company said in a previous
email.
The parties recently agreed to the adjustments to be performed, Thompson said.
The price tag for the project, which started six years ago, stands at $62.8 million. It was expected to be
finished in 2018.
The tally for the delays is $27.2 million.
The contractor and PennDOT remain in litigation over the delays and costs.
The Pennsylvania Board of Claims, a judicial and independent administrative agency that hears claims
filed by contractors against the Commonwealth, has not yet heard the Mount Rose case.
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I-83 widening: Some residents prepare to move, sad to be
forced from their neighborhoods
Teresa Boeckel - York Daily Record

Igor Lukic leaned into the doorway of his townhome in Manchester Township as he looked around at his
nearly deserted neighborhood on a recent afternoon.
Most of his neighbors along Point Circle already have moved out as their properties are being taken for
the widening of Interstate 83.
The state Department of Transportation plans to widen the highway from four to six lanes between North
George Street (Exit 22) and East Market Street (Exit 19). The more than $300 million project is intended
to address long-term maintenance of the aging highway and help improve traffic flow and safety.
Lukic, who has lived in the neighborhood for five years, said it isn't his choice to move. But he bought a
new house and will be relocating a few blocks away. He wanted to stay close to his job, restaurants
and shopping centers.
"By the end of this year, they'll be pretty much be all gone," Lukic said of the residents along his street,
which sits high on a hill near the North George Street interchange.
While construction on the highway is expected to be
done between 2023 and 2026, work has been underway
in preparation for the expansion.
A new I-83 North on-ramp is being built at the North
George Street interchange.
This fall, crews are preparing to replace a bridge on
Route 462 near I-83. A section of East Market Street will
be shut down for five weeks next year.
And two bridges over Mill Creek — one on Sherman Street and one on Eberts Lane — are scheduled to be
replaced in 2022 and 2023.
Work wrapped up on the first early action project — adding a second northbound lane and a median
divider on North Hills Road — in June. Drivers use that stretch as a shortcut between I-83 and Route 30.

Construction on I-83 starts in 2023
The first stretch of I-83 that will be reconstructed is between Eberts Lane and Route 30, PennDOT says.
Construction is anticipated to begin in 2023.
It is currently in the final design phase.
"While there have not been significant changes to the plans for the project, the designs have minor
changes due to site conditions changing as development continues in the York area and also as the
Department works to secure permits for impacts to waterways and wetlands," PennDOT said.
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The COVID-19 pandemic also has impacted the transportation industry, resulting in some changes to the
construction schedule, PennDOT says.

How acquisition, eminent domain work
PennDOT has been sending acquisition notices to property owners.
The department estimates that about 200 residents and businesses could be impacted, whether it's taking
a small strip of land or an entire relocation. The cost has been estimated at about $99.4 million.
PennDOT says it generally is following the order of projects for construction, but it also is using a tool to
prioritize acquisition that requires a relocation of a resident or business owner.
"The Department understands the impact the transportation improvements have on the people in the area
and want to make this process as best as possible for everyone," PennDOT says.
Those affected by the right-of-way needed include residential neighborhoods near I-83, businesses that
line the highway, and even a 150-year-old historic home along North George Street, according to notices
obtained by the York Daily Record through a Right-To-Know request.
The notices inform owners that PennDOT will determine the value of their property needed for the project
and make an offer to buy it. By law and policy, the department is required to offer just compensation,
which can be determined through an appraisal or another process if it's uncomplicated, according to a
department publication.
"The Department is required to pay fair market value for acquired properties, so the impacts of the
housing market should be accounted for in the offers from the Depart," PennDOT said.
Property owners also are entitled to benefits, which will help pay for other expenses they might incur.
They include:
•
•
•
•

Fees related to the transfer of the property to PennDOT.
Mortgage prepayment penalties as a result of the acquisition.
Reimbursement of up to $4,000 for an appraiser, engineer or attorney to evaluate PennDOT's
offer.
Relocation benefits, which include helping people find a new safe, decent and sanitary dwelling,
and assisting businesses with locating a new facility and paying for moving costs.

If property owners dispute the state's offer, the parties can negotiate, the publication states. If an
agreement cannot be reached, PennDOT can file to condemn the property.
PennDOT has a constitutional right to acquire land for public purposes. It's known as eminent domain.
Either party can petition for a board to hear testimony and issue an award. It must be done within six
years. The board's decision also can be appealed to the York County Court of Common Pleas.
No declarations of taking have been filed to date, PennDOT says.
Some property owners who have received notices did not return requests for comment or declined to talk
as the acquisition proceedings are still ongoing.
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Residents preparing for move for I-83 project
A small neighborhood is nestled just below the I-83 South on-ramp from Route 30, and residents in this
area will be forced out for the widening of the highway.
Latisha Sterner, who lives close to the former
Central York School District campus in this
area, is one of those waiting for an appraisal on
her property. She expects she will have a year to
relocate.
"I like it back here," she said. "I wish it wasn't
happening."
Sterner has a 17-year-old daughter in high
school, and she noted that housing prices are
high for parents who wish to stay in the district.
Her neighbor, Barb Hake, said she will miss living in her place, too.
"I love it here," she said. "It's very peaceful."
She noted that their neighborhood is a "hop, skip and a jump from everywhere."
Just around the corner, Stephanie Paduhovich and her husband, John, will have to move out of their first
home. The couple has lived there for about seven years, and it includes a fenced yard for their three dogs.
"It's hard. We're not really allowed or we're not supposed to be looking for a house until we get an offer,
because we don't know what's going to be happening with that," she said. "So yeah, it's a little frustrating,
but it is what it is."
Waldemar Rivera, who lives along East 10th Avenue, said he bought his house six years ago and received a
letter about the planned improvements a year and a half later.
Houses in the neighborhood have increased in value since he bought a place, which
is good for the residents but not for the government, he said.
So far, PennDOT has been treating the residents well, Rivera said.
His family plans to stay in the Central York School District.
"I love the neighborhood. It's sad ... the circumstances," he said. "The
improvements they want to do, right, is going to be the best for the people in the
community."

Pastor: 'It doesn't make it painless'
Farther south along I-83, The Redeemed Christian Church of God, Living Spring is still waiting to hear
how the widening of the highway will impact its small campus.
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The church, which sits along Eleventh Avenue, can be seen from I-83, and its "Life Change Happens
Here" billboard along the highway has attracted many of its members, Dr. Sola Osundeko said.
The church has a congregation of about 200, and its driveway loops around the back of the building
close to the highway. The property has a paved parking area, but members also use the grass, such as
when special programs are held.
Osundeko said he understands PennDOT is expanding the highway because of the growth in the area, but
"it doesn't make it painless." He's concerned about the impact to their billboard, driveway, parking and
more.
Depending on how much is taken, the church might be forced to relocate, he said. The campus doesn't
have room to expand.
Representatives with PennDOT are expected to come and take measurements this week, Osundeko said.
He hopes to hear soon about the timeline and how much will be taken.
"We have to know what to expect," he said.
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New I-83 exit: What's the latest with the plans? How will it
shape growth?
Teresa Boeckel - York Daily Record

While officials are waiting for approval to build a new Interstate 83 interchange in northern York County,
the municipalities involved are determining how the land surrounding it should be used for future
generations.
A series of meetings are set for the public to review plans for growth in the area if a new interchange is
built at Canal Road in-between Emigsville Exit 24 and Strinestown Exit 28.
A study has recommended the new interchange along with widening the highway to six lanes to help
improve the flow of traffic. The Federal Highway Administration still needs to approve the creation of Exit
26.
Meanwhile, four municipalities — Conewago, East Manchester and Manchester townships and
Manchester borough — have been creating a land use plan in advance of possible construction.
Officials are making decisions about how long-term growth will happen in the community if the new
interchange comes to fruition, said Michelle Brummer, project manager and an AICP with Gannett
Fleming, Inc.

What's been happening?
For the past year, local municipal leaders have
been holding public hearings to discuss how a new
interchange will impact the land around it.
The effort has been led by the York Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization; consultant planners, Gannett
Fleming, Inc. and Vernon Land Use, and the York County
Planning Commission.
E-commerce has been thriving during the pandemic, and it's not expected to decline, Brummer said.
Warehouse distribution and manufacturing markets are expanding and looking for land to develop new
facilities.
In addition, the need exists for more homes in the area, she said. During the planning process, Freedom
Square — an all-in-one neighborhood that would include homes, hotels, restaurants, stores and more —
has been proposed in Conewago Township.
Growth is anticipated with new access to the highway, and officials are trying to make decisions now
rather than waiting until later.

What's the latest?
The four municipalities are hosting a series of public hearings for residents to comment on the final draft
of the land use plan. It can be viewed at www.ycpc.org/461/I-83-Master-Plan.
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The proposed changes are in Conewago and Manchester townships. They include a commercial area
around the planned new interchange and an expansion of industrial to the west side of the highway,
Brummer said.
Much of the residential growth is proposed along the Susquehanna Trail and west of it.
Planning commission members want to hear from the public before making a final recommendation to
local elected officials. The proposed changes would be made if the new interchange becomes a reality.
The meetings are:
Conewago Township, 490 Copenhaffer Road: 7 p.m. Monday
East Manchester Township, 5080 N. Sherman St., Ext.: 7 p.m. Tuesday
Manchester Township, 3200 Farmtrail Road: 7 p.m. Wednesday
Manchester borough, 225 S. Main St.: 7:30 p.m. Thursday

What's next?
In the new year, elected officials are expected to take action on the recommendations.
Meanwhile, the state Department of Transportation plans to make its final submission on the proposed
new interchange to the Federal Highway Administration within the next week, said Will Clark, chief of
transportation planning with the York County Planning Commission.
The federal agency has seen drafts of the proposal, Clark said. It is expected to decide in about six
months whether to give approval.
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PennDOT plans to raise money with I-83 tolls: How you can
weigh in
Matt Enright - York Dispatch

PennDOT will hold an on-demand public meeting on its website regarding the massive Interstate 83
bridge project in Harrisburg beginning this month.
There are also two in-person hearings on proposed tolls that could affect York County commuters.
According to the state Department of Transportation, the initial tolls would likely fall in the $1 to $2 range
for passenger vehicles driving in either direction on the bridge that crosses the Susquehanna River.
Currently, the plan is to begin rolling them out sometime after 2023.
The I-83/South Bridge is one of nine across the state in the Major Bridge Public-Private Partnership that
is under consideration for raising revenue through tolling.
"Bridge tolling can provide the funds to repair or replace these costly bridges without using PennDOT's
current funding, which in turn allows those funds to be used for other roadway maintenance, operations
and improvements," PennDOT press secretary Alexis Campbell said, in a written statement.
The I-83/South Bridge replacement project would replace the existing bridge over the Susquehanna River
in Harrisburg. Also, I-83 on the west shore would be widened and improved to meet traffic needs in the
area.
The project is estimated to cost between $500 million and $650 million, which is part of a larger $2.2
billion needed to replace, rehabilitate and maintain nine bridges statewide.
"If South Bridge, with an estimated cost of up to $650 million, would need to be funded through
traditional means, it would wipe out a full year of interstate project funding and nearly one-third of
PennDOT’s current $1.9 billion annual overall construction program, which would limit regional projects
across the state as well," Campbell said.
To solicit public opinions about the proposal, PennDOT is accepting public comments on
its website through midnight on Nov. 24.
The website features various conceptual plans for the project, as well as information about detours
motorists can take to avoid the tolls. There are also plans — not yet unveiled — to mitigate the costs for
low-income commuters.
Commenters who use the virtual meeting website will receive confirmation that their input has been
received.
For those who prefer in-person meetings, PennDOT will hold two public forums. On Nov. 9, the forum
will be held from 1 to 7 p.m. at the Harrisburg Mall, 3501 Paxton St., on the first floor across from the
Wells Fargo. On Nov. 10, the forum will be held from 1 to 7 p.m. at the Penn Harris Hotel, 1150 Camp Hill
Bypass, Camp Hill.
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Traffic islands on a York street get a makeover, but some say
they should be removed
Teresa Boeckel - York Daily Record

Traffic whizzed by the freshly renovated center median along East Philadelphia Street in York on a warm
recent day.
Gone is the grass and overgrowth of years ago.
Concrete now fills the center of the islands and includes built-in slopes for trucks to roll up onto the
divider, if needed.
The islands, which have been around for nearly a century, line the center of East Philadelphia
Street between North Sherman and State streets. They had been an eyesore for years, despite efforts to
keep them beautiful, and the city received complaints, said Chaz Green, director of public works.
The city paid for the makeover with a $152,050 Community Development Block Grant, and the project
was recently completed, he said.
To help make the islands attractive, the city is looking at installing planters in the spring.
Some residents who live along East Philadelphia Street, however, wish the dividers were gone altogether.
The medians make the street narrower for cars, trucks and buses passing through, and cars parked along
the street get struck by passing vehicles.
"They should get rid of it," Nichole Markel said.
She has had to replace three mirrors on her car in a month, Markel said.
But at least the residents don't have to look at the high grass in the center of the median anymore, she
said.
Corey Hoke and his neighbors had their vehicles struck
recently. He said the frame on his vehicle is bent, and the
axle is cracked.
Hoke said he, too, thinks the city should have gotten rid of
the dividers.
The city, however, says that wasn't possible. The traffic
islands serve as a flood control for the slanted roadway,
preventing water from running into the homes on the
south side of the street.
"We had to keep them there," Green said. "...If we would have gotten rid of them completely, we would
have had to completely tear the whole road up and re-level it, which would have been an astronomical
price."
The city did not have the funding for that, he said.
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Al Sykes, a past president of the Rotary Club of York, has been one who has advocated for improving the
dividers. The makeover seemed to be the best option for the city.
"It looks really nice what they've done," he said.
The upgraded dividers will help with visibility for people crossing the street, Green said. In addition,
crews won't have to mow the center anymore and feel unsafe while working in traffic.
"It's definitely going to be a better look for ... the city," Green said.
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Turnpike drivers have 'nearly 50-percent chance of free ride'
if they don't use E-ZPass
Mark Scolforo - The Associated Press
CARLISLE, Pa. — More than $104 million in Pennsylvania Turnpike tolls
went uncollected last year as the agency fully converted to all-electronic
tolling, with the millions of motorists who don't use E-ZPass having a
nearly 1-in-2 chance of riding without paying under the “toll-by-plate”
license plate camera system.
An internal turnpike report issued in July and obtained by The
Associated Press through a Right-to-Know Law request showed nearly 11
million out of the total of about 170 million turnpike rides generated no
revenue for the agency in the year that ended May 31.
“We take this issue very seriously. It is a big number, there's no question,"
turnpike Chief Executive Mark Compton said. “But we, as an
organization, are leaving no stone unturned in the way in which we’re
going after that leakage."
Toll revenue “leakage" — an industry euphemism for uncollected tolls —
has become the focus of turnpike agencies across the country as the use of
E-ZPass transponders and license plate cameras continues to spread.
It is a particular problem for the debt-strapped Pennsylvania Turnpike, where more than half of its total
revenue goes to pay borrowing costs, and tolls have more than quadrupled in 12 years for the minority of
motorists who don’t have E-ZPass to pay for rides.
At the gas pumps of a busy truck stop along the turnpike in Carlisle last week, driver Corin Bryant said
he's noticed tolls have become much more expensive in recent years and doesn't much like the idea of free
riders.
“We should all pay for it or all not,” said Bryant, of Picayune, Mississippi. “One or the other.”
The turnpike, touted as the nation’s first superhighway when a mostly four-lane segment opened in 1940,
is a key part of the interstate highway system. The turnpike runs more than 500 miles, including several
sections that connect with a main stem linking the Philadelphia and Pittsburgh regions.
Last year, license plates could not be identified in 1.8 million Pennsylvania Turnpike rides, bills were
undeliverable in just over 1 million instances, and motor vehicle agencies failed to provide vehicle owner
addresses more than 1.5 million times. An additional 6.7 million transactions were marked as “not paid.”

“I’m kind of shocked at that,” said Rebecca Oyler with the Pennsylvania Motor Truck Association,
representing truckers, who mostly use E-ZPass. “If you think about it, they control the driver.
Theoretically they could stop the driver from exiting before paying; that’s within their ability to do.”
After tolls and fees go uncollected for about three years, the turnpike writes them off.

21

State House Appropriations Chairman Stan Saylor, a York County Republican, said the revenue bleed has
been a concern of his for years and thinks the new figures show a need for action. He said the Legislature
should do more to pressure the agency to fix it and that the money could fund a lot of work.
“That kind of loss is amazing," Saylor said. “I’m sorry, when you have a debt, and the tolls are as high as
they are on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, then you need to be more efficient.”
There are several reasons state turnpike agencies experience revenue leakage, said Mark Muriello with the
International Bridge, Toll and Tunnel Association, a trade group.
It can result from faulty equipment, such as a dead battery in an E-ZPass transponder; from failure of the
camera systems to capture a plate number properly; or from an inability to pursue out-of-state drivers, he
said.
The turnpike's sprawling 552-mile system had 169 million transactions last year, with the lion's share,
about 145 million, going through E-ZPass. The E-ZPass system helped the turnpike collect tolls on about
93% of all trips.
Toll-by-plate was successful 13.3 million times last year, bringing in more than $127 million in fees. Lawabiding drivers have seen cash or toll-by-plate costs for a cross-state turnpike ride climb from about $28
in 2009 to $95 this year. E-ZPass is far cheaper, currently $47 for a cross-state trip.
After a pandemic-driven decision to lay off hundreds of toll collectors and auditors last year and end cash
collections, the turnpike issued a 45% rate increase this year for drivers who do not have E-ZPass and
instead must be billed.
In place of the toll collectors are license plate cameras and employees of contractors who have to examine
photos of vehicles when the system has not automatically generated an owner’s name and address for a
paper bill to be mailed out.
The turnpike's July report said that in nearly half the instances in which license plate camera images were
not usable, the reason was the plate was not in the frame of the photo. Examples provided in the report
included lack of front license plates, which are not issued in Pennsylvania.
About 41% of the image failures were blamed on an obstruction such as a bike rack. In about 1.1% of
manually voided images, the problem was attributed to intentional obstruction of the license plate.
The International Bridge, Toll and Tunnel Association, in establishing a task force on the topic earlier this
year, said lost revenue can result from camera problems, equipment failure, unreliable information from
state motor vehicle agencies, inefficient collection practices and “customer behavior.”
Toll evaders around the country have been creative, using grease to obscure plate numbers and installing
devices that deploy to cover up plates when drivers go past plate cameras. Weather conditions and camera
malfunctions can also make plates impossible to read.
Under a 2017 state law, the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission has gone through PennDOT to suspend
Pennsylvania vehicle registrations, and as a result, about 10,000 are currently suspended. Those drivers
had six or more unpaid toll violations, or at least $500 in toll violations, or defaulted on a payment plan
for unpaid turnpike tolls or fees.
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The turnpike also asks county district attorneys to pursue theft-of-services charges for those who owe at
least $2,000, and since 2002 has been referring overdue payments to debt collectors for drivers in
Pennsylvania and beyond.
Out-of-state drivers are a particular problem. The turnpike gets vehicle registration addresses from 49
other states — only Iowa does not provide it — but so far does not have agreements in place letting them
currently suspend out-of-state registrations for unpaid toll bills.
The Pennsylvania Turnpike is finalizing such an agreement with Delaware and is in talks with New York.
State Transportation Secretary Yassmin Gramian, who chairs the turnpike board, said the state’s overall
toll collection rates are consistent with those in other states and slightly better than the national average.
Gramian said the turnpike commission wants more power to go after out-of-state toll scofflaws, but that
requires legislation in those states. The variation among states about the penalties and fees they assess on
turnpike drivers is another issue, Compton said.
“Uniformity at the federal level would certainly be helpful in this area, and reciprocity between states is an
ongoing conversation among tolling agencies nationwide,” Gramian said.
Backers of all-electronic tolling say it improves traffic flow, curbs pollution and requires less maintenance
than manned, cash-accepting toll booths. The 2020 layoffs cut the turnpike's workforce from nearly 1,900
to more than 1,300 currently. Total toll revenues were about $1.3 billion last year, with E-ZPass
accounting for more than $1 billion.
The Pennsylvania Turnpike approved a $45 million contract in 2014 to develop and implement allelectronic tolling, and it currently pays vendor TransCore about $10 million annually to operate the tollby-plate system.
It is also spending $129 million to relocate tolling points to gantries on the interstate rather than the
brick-and-mortar facilities currently at interchanges, a project currently being designed and engineered.
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York City closes another bridge deemed unsafe for travel
Staff report
York City officials have
indefinitely closed a bridge
near the Memorial Park
Complex that engineers
deemed unsafe for travel.
The bridge, at the intersection
of Rockdale Avenue and
Edgar Street, was closed due
to extensive scour that
threatened its foundation.
Motorists trying to reach the
park complex must use
Vander Avenue.
This closure follows a similar one at the bridge at Pennsylvania Avenue and Wood Street near Kiwanis
Lake. That bridge is being replaced for $745,000.
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York County tackles transportation wish list, including
retesting senior drivers
Matt Enright - York Dispatch

The comprehensive plan for York County's transportation
system is nearing completion.
And not much has changed after the public comment period
for GOYork 2045.
Planning Commission official Will Clark said the plan has over
70 actions that include physical infrastructure investments and
technology enhancements. After approval by the county's
Planning Commission and Metropolitan Planning
Organization, the final approval will be up to the Board of Commissioners.
Clark said not many changes had been made after the public comment period to the 335-page plan. The
changes made were to specific issues like tree trimmings and safety concerns, not the broad philosophy of
the plan.
"We have some of those ongoing and have already started that research," he said.
This includes a plan for nearly $33 million in federal and state money, including $16 million in rapid
transit.
Overall, public comment was broadly positive, Clark said. The least positive response cited was to a
potential initiative that would make senior drivers apply for their license again. That initiative is still in
the plan because the majority is still in favor of it.
"Less than half of the population did not agree with it," he said.
If the plan is approved by the commissioners, Clark said the next steps will be formulating a two-year
work plan. Those initiatives will be adopted in January. Among the more immediate concerns are the
growth of freight traffic in York County, which includes overnight truck parking.
Another topic to be addressed is updating York County's bicycle and pedestrian safety study. Clark said
there's been a steady increase in bicycle and pedestrian crashes in the past 20 years while vehicle crashes
are going down.
"We want to take a look at that and see
if we can develop any targeted
locations where these crashes are
happening, or if we can come up with
any long-term strategies," he said.
The next opportunity for the
commissioners to vote is Sept. 1.
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