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uses. The purpose of the  “special review” is to inform property owners of the significant historic
features of the site, mitigate the negative effects of proposed changes affecting identified
resources, encourage the preservation and continued use of resources, and facilitate the
appropriate reuse of resources.  Municipalities may opt to create an Historic District Committee to
conduct the special reviews and make recommendations to the governing body.  The local
Planning Commission could be designated as the Historic District Committee or a new Committee,
comprised of persons with knowledge of, and interest in, historic preservation, could be
established.

Historic Resources Impact Assessment Report: Another tool to protect historic resources is to
require an Historic Resources Impact Assessment Report in conjunction with the submission of
subdivision and land development plans.  In addition, municipalities may designate identified
historic sites that the municipality would be interested in acquiring on an Official Map.

Provisions to  preserve and protect historically significant structures and districts can be found in
Ordinances throughout York County. However, a number of those provisions are general standards
set forth in a Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance and only applicable at the discretion
of the governing body.  Thus, the effectiveness of that approach  is uncertain.  York City is the only
municipality in York County that has an Historic District Ordinance under Act 167.  Considering the
abundance of historic/cultural features located throughout the County, all municipalities containing
such features should consider implementing measures to protect such resources.  In drafting
regulations, municipalities are advised to seek the guidance of the PHMC staff.
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Historic/

Cultural

Preservation

Carroll T T T T T T T T

Chanceford T T T T

Codorus T T T T

Conewago T T T T

Dover T T T T T T T

East Hopewell T T T

East Manchester T T T T T T T

Fairview T T T T T

Fawn T T T T

Franklin T T T T T T T T

Heidelberg T T

Hellam T T T T T T T T T T

Hopewell T T T

Jackson T T T T T T T

Lower Chanceford T T T T

Lower Windsor T T T T T T T T T

Manchester T T T T T T

Manheim T T T T T T

Monaghan T T T T

Newberry T T T T T T T T T

North Codorus T T T T T T T T T

North Hopewell T

Paradise T T

Peach Bottom T T T T T

Penn T T T T T T T

Shrewsbury T T T T T T T

Spring Garden T

Springettsbury T T T T T T T

Springfield T T T T T T T T

Warrington T T

Washington T T T T

West Manchester T T T T T T T T

West Manheim T T T T T T T

Windsor T T T T T T

York T T T T T T T T T

The information contained in this chart is based upon the review of the municipality’s SALDO and ZO on file at the YCPC. 
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Cross Roads T T

Dallastown T

Delta T T T T

Dillsburg T T T

Dover T T T T

East Prospect T T

Fawn Grove T T T T

Felton T T T

Franklintown T T

Glen Rock T T T

Goldsboro T T T T T

Hallam T T T

Hanover T

Jacobus T

Jefferson T T T T

Lewisberry T T

Loganville T T T

Manchester T T

Mount Wolf T

New Freedom T T T T T

New Salem T T T

North York T T T T

Railroad T T

Red Lion T

Seven Valleys T T T

Shrewsbury T T T

Spring Grove T T T T T T T T

Stewartstown T T T

Wellsville T

West York T T

Windsor T T

Winterstown T T

Wrightsville T T

Yoe T T

York Haven T T T

Yorkana  T T T

York City T T T T T

The information contained in this chart is based upon the review of the municipality’s SALDO and ZO on file at the YCPC. 

Check marks in red indicate smart growth tools contained within the York County SALDO. 
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Conclusion

This report has provided an overview of planning and implementation tools being used by
municipalities in York County. Some of the tools are specifically authorized by the MPC, while
others are tools designed to meet MPC requirements. A majority of municipalities in the County are
using the primary planning and implementation tools, while use of the smart growth tools is more
sporadic. Although many tools have been presented, this document is by no means an exhaustive
list of all the planning tools available. There is a plethora of informational sources available to
municipalities through the YCPC, the American Planning Association (APA), the Pennsylvania
Chapter of the APA, and many other planning and environmental agencies, as well as an
abundance of publications. 

Information regarding the use of the specified tools was obtained through two mechanisms. First,
the municipal plans and ordinances currently on file at the York County Planning Commission were
reviewed. Second, a municipal survey regarding adopted plans and ordinances that are not
required to be submitted to the YCPC was conducted. The nature of municipal plans and
ordinances is that they are updated or amended, thus the staff of the YCPC will be revisiting and
updating this report periodically. 

The appendix, which follows, contains a series of maps indicating the age of adopted municipal and
multi-municipal Comprehensive Plans, Zoning Ordinances and Subdivision and Land Development
Ordinances in the County. This data is based on YCPC file copies of the plans and ordinances. The
maps also indicate municipalities which are either in the process of a major update or preparing
a new plan or ordinance. A review of the maps indicates that 50% of the Comprehensive Plans,
36% of the Zoning Ordinances and 22% of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinances are
less than 10 years old. Many of the municipal plans and ordinances that are greater than 10 years
old are currently being updated. This is a strong indication of the important role that planning plays
in local municipalities. The Comprehensive Plan map also indicates that almost 35% of the
municipalities have either adopted or are preparing a multimunicipal plan. Although inter-municipal
cooperation is not listed as a specific tool in this report, it is important to note that joint planning can
prove to be very beneficial. Municipalities commonly experience impacts from development that
occurs beyond their political boundaries, such as traffic, stormwater runoff, and use of recreational
facilities. By working together and maintaining open doors of communication, many potential
problems can be avoided or more easily addressed. Also, joint planning is often more cost effective
and receives priority consideration by many funding sources. 

In summary, the intent of this report is to provide York County municipalities with a planning and
implementation tool resource. As local governments review and update their plans and ordinances,
they are encouraged to contact municipalities that are using a particular tool to obtain a copy and/or
to gain insight regarding its effectiveness. Additionally, municipalities can contact the YCPC staff
for more information, sample regulations, and technical assistance. 
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